OTHER   EDENS

on the security and status of the Netherlands. Throughout
the critical years of 1791 to 1793 the French armies of
revolution dismayed Europe, and Eden remained at The
Hague watching over British interests and policy when the
social order of the world seemed to be falling asunder. But
with the temporary passing of the storm from the Low
Countries, Auckland's official diplomatic career came to
an end.

During the next seven momentous years, however, he
exercised a powerful influence over Pitt as a confidential
adviser. Pitt was reported to be in love with Auckland's
eldest daughter, and the known intimacy of the two
families attracted a great deal of notice to a pamphlet by
Auckland on * The Apparent Circumstances of the War',
which was supposed to embody Pitt's personal opinions. In
the end the relations between the two men became in-
creasingly strained. Auckland refused to take office when
Pitt was returned to power in 1804.

In 1806" he entered Grenville's administration as President
of the Board of Trade, resigning in the following year for
the last time. It is interesting to note once again in view
of present events that one of his last public acts was to
draw up with Lord Holland * an official paper which con-
tained commercial stipulations framed on the fairest and
most liberal principles of reciprocal advantage and utility
to this country and the United States '. c In private life ', his
son concludes, * he was acknowledged on all sides to be a
most agreeable companion and a most amiable man; though
he left a very great number of his letters behind him, both
political and social, scarcely is any remark to be found in
them which would give pain to the most vehement of his
political opposers or to any other persons known to him '.

Anthony Eden was to take after his distinguished ances-
tor, not only in intellectual versatility, but also in good looks.
A portrait of him in his prime shows the first Lord Auck-
land as a man of slim physique and features regular but not